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Minister David Willetts says the proposals
"represent the most radical change in UK science

policy for over a decade" Ministers are to relax
rules on the number of scientists with PhDs who

can be employed by UK universities. New
proposals, announced in the Queen's Speech, will

allow universities to pay someone for the
equivalent of a PhD. The move will make it

possible for more PhDs to be paid for each year by
universities, with the Government paying for the
extra staff. Under existing rules, universities are

restricted to employing eight full-time PhD-holders
for each year of research. Under the proposals,

approved in the Queen's Speech, universities will
be permitted to increase the number of PhD
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holders they employ each year provided that they
can demonstrate a business case for that extra

staff. It is the first time that the rules on PhD pay
have been changed since 1995. According to

David Willetts, the universities minister, this is the
most radical change in UK science policy for over

a decade. "We are keen to make sure that UK
science is at the forefront of the global research

agenda," said the minister, who made the
announcement at London's Science Museum on

Wednesday. "These bold proposals represent the
most radical change in UK science policy for over

a decade and will play a crucial role in
encouraging more universities to engage with

research and increase their productivity."
'Impressive' The move comes just days after

concerns were raised at the House of Lords about
the number of scientists being employed by the

universities in London. A
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